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Spring Newsletter 2022 
 
 
Welcome to Uxbridge and Peppard Stoke Row 
 
We welcome back Uxbridge as a Full Member Club for the 2022 season. We have placed their 1st XI in Division 2a, 
their 2nd XI in 5a and their 3rd XI in 7b; and their 4th XI remains in 9b. We also welcome Peppard Stoke Row 1st XI, 
who have been promoted into the TVCL as part of the Berkshire Chilterns Mid-Bucks League Feeder Arrangement 
and take their place in Division 4a. We wish both clubs every success in the TVCL. 
 
Dates and Start Times 
 
The first round of matches will be on Saturday, 7th May and the last on Saturday, 3rd September. The first 14 rounds 
will have a start time of 1.00pm and the last four rounds, starting on Saturday, 13th August, will start at 12.30pm. 
 
ECB Safe Hands 
 
No team from the TVCL was promoted into the Home Counties Premier Cricket League at the end of last season. 
This was due to lack of compliance with ECB Safe Hands and HCPCL regulations (most of which are also TVCL 
regulations). We urge all our member clubs to ensure that they are compliant with ECB, HCPCL and TVCL regulations 
so that any success that they achieve on the field of play is properly rewarded. The TVCL’s Grading & Standards 
Requirements for each Level are published on our TVCL16 website. 
 
Player discipline 
 
And, while I am on a negative theme, it was very noticeable last season as we returned to competitive cricket after 
the pandemic, that there was a return to pre-pandemic levels of disciplinary complaints. This was disappointing 
and I urge all clubs to address player behaviour as a matter of priority moving forward, not least because poor 
player behaviour is one of the reasons for the drop off we are currently experiencing in umpire numbers (see next 
point)  
 
Umpires 
 
The umpire points rule will apply again in the 2022 season. Please register your club umpire(s) in good time. The 
form is on TVCL16 – click on Rules & Guides then Guides (and Forms). You will have seen recent communications 
on this subject and the details are published on the rules page on TVCL16.  
 
We are short on panel umpire numbers for the coming season and might not be able to cover all Level 2 matches 
on every weekend. We will update clubs in more detail on this in due course. The shortage of panel umpires is being 
felt across the country and is not just a TVCL problem; and has no doubt been exacerbated by the pandemic. 
However, it is a serious problem that everyone needs to face up to. New umpires are primarily recruited from 
retiring players so I would urge clubs not to bury their heads in the sand on this issue - please encourage your 
members to do the online ECB ACO course and then stand in a few club games to see if they enjoy it. Our umpire 
points scheme has been very successful in encouraging teams in the lower levels to find umpires where the onus is 
firmly on the clubs to organise. 
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As a new change - we will pay panel umpires for Levels 1 and 2 matches centrally this year in three batches after 
rounds 6, 12 and 18. To facilitate this, we will require clubs with teams in Levels 1 and 2 to make three down 
payments of £300 each before Rounds 1, 7 & 13. We will issue any refunds due at the end of the season. Again, 
please watch this space for more details on this. Any panel umpires standing in Level 3 matches shall continue to 
be paid directly by the clubs.  
 
Changes from the AGM 
 
The big change is to the procedure for cancelling matches. I will not try to paraphrase it here for risk of causing 
confusion – everyone needs to read Match Rule 13 Cancelled (Washout) Matches carefully and understand it. The 
key concept, however, is that the away team now has the right to travel to the venue where previously it was the 
sole decision of the home ground authority to cancel a match. It is vital for umpires and captains to communicate 
on the morning of a match if it is in doubt due to weather conditions: emails and text messages are fine if they are 
acknowledged but, if they are not, please make a call. 
 
The other key changes passed at the AGM in November are as follows: 
 

• Bowler restrictions in win/lose format: each bowler can now only bowl one fifth of the overs all the way 
down the Levels. 

• Length of match in Division 7: increased from 40 to 45 overs. 

• Sunday switches in Level 8 and below: these are allowed in Rounds 1-14 only provided that both teams 
agree. 

• Teas: it is no longer mandatory for clubs to provide a tea (food) for the opposition and matchday officials, 
although clubs may continue to do so if they so wish (and in this case communication with opposition teams 
and officials is highly recommended). All clubs are expected to provide hot drinks (tea or coffee) at no 
charge for both teams and matchday officials between innings. 

 
Representative Matches in 2022 
 
The 2022 season will be a relatively quiet one for the Rep XI after the 50th anniversary celebrations last year. 
However, we do have one fixture lined up. Aldershot C.C. are celebrating their 75th anniversary this year and are 
having a cricket week to celebrate this milestone. As part of this, the Rep XI will travel down to play them on Friday, 
29th July, 1.00pm start. 
 
TVCL16 data 
 
This is the time of year when all clubs should be updating their officer, player and ground details on TVCL16. You 
must enter full details, including post code and directions, for all the grounds that you use. Likewise, your club 
officer details, especially captains’ mobile phone numbers, need to be up-to-date. If you use multiple second 
grounds then it is your responsibility to make sure that your opposition knows which ground to go to. 
 
I have previously asked clubs to populate the date of birth on their player records wherever possible; this really is  
a very useful task because being able to quickly and easily identify players makes it much easier for our Player 
Eligibility team to do its job. For instance, if Fred Bloggs born on 31/03/90 suddenly pops up playing for Club ABC, 
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with his date of birth we will be able to quickly and easily distinguish him from the Fred Bloggs born on 15/06/93 
who is currently registered to Club XYZ. 

Uploading scorecards from PCS (Play Cricket Scorer) to TVCL16 

We are aware that uploading the scorecard from PCS to TVCL16 did not always work last year, and that when this 
happens it leads to additional administrative workload manually entering scorecards on TVCL16. We have therefore 
now made a change to TVCL16 to try to resolve this. Each club can now manually link a Player Surrogate Number 
on TVCL16 to his or her Surrogate Number on Play Cricket by going to Registrations, then Registration List, then 
clicking on the player name and updating the Play Cricket ID field. If all the player surrogate numbers are linked 
then the upload from PCS to TVCL16 should work. I urge all clubs to undertake this administrative task – both teams’ 
players will need to be linked for the PCS upload to work.   

Cricket balls 
 
As you will all no doubt be aware, we now have an established new process in place for ordering cricket balls: 
basically, you order them directly from Morrant. All member clubs are expected to have enough balls in stock for 
all their home matches in the 2022 season and should have already placed their orders.  
 
Looking further ahead – the Annual Dinner 2022 
 
We have decided not to return to the Castle Hotel in Windsor for this year’s Annual Dinner. We are currently 
investigating alternative venues. Watch this space for the date and venue when it has been confirmed. 
 
And then looking even further ahead – the AGM and proposals for change 
 
This year’s AGM will take place on Monday, 14th November, 8.00pm at Wokingham C.C. This means that the cut-off 
date for member club proposals will be close of play on Monday, 19th September. 
 
And finally … 
 
Best wishes to all member clubs, teams, players and officials for the 2022 season. While putting together this 
newsletter - over several days and weeks - the weather has changed from glorious spring weather to snow and now 
to sunny but cold. Fingers crossed that we have a good summer ahead! 
 
Matthew Stevenson 
Hon. Secretary 


